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A b o u t  t h e  C o u r t r o o m  J o u r n a l i s t  C o n t e s t  

The  Cour t r oom J our na l i s t  P rog ram  i s  an  oppor tun i t y  f o r  m idd le  s choo l  s t uden ts  t o  be  
pa r t  o f  t he  m ock  t r ia l  p rog ram on  a  Jou rna l i s t i c  lev e l .  J ou rna l i s t s  obs erve  t r ia l s  and  
s ubm i t  an  a r t i c l e  based  on  the  t r i a l .   

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  

✓  Regis t er ing  w i th  a  mock  t r i a l  t eam:  Eac h  mock  t r ia l  t eam may  reg i s te r  t wo  
Cour t room Journa l i s t s .  A  t eam does  no t  have  t o  have  a  nam ed Journa l i s t  a t  t he  
t ime  o f  reg i s t ra t i on ,  bu t  when  the  t eam s ubm i t s  t he i r  r os te r ,  t hey  mus t  l i s t  t he  
J our na l i s t .   

I m p o r t a n t  D a t e s  

Mar k  t hese  da t es  on  your  c a lendar :  

 

✓  Tuesday ,  A ugust  1 ,  2024:  Reg is t r a t ion  Opens  

 

✓  Fr iday ,  Novem ber  2 ,  2024 ,  t r i a ls  a t  the  Ber na l i l l o  County  Met ropol i tan  
Cour thouse  i n  A lbuque r que  

 

P r o c e d u r e s   

✓  A l l  submiss ions  bec ome t he  p roper t y  o f  t he  Cen te r  f o r  C i v i c  Va lues  and  may  be  
used  fo r  any  pu rpos es  deemed appropr ia t e ,  i nc l ud ing ,  bu t  no t  l im i t ed  t o  
r ep r oduc t ion  and  d is sem ina t ion .   

 

✓  J ou r na l i s t s  mus t  supp ly  t he i r  own  mate r i a l s .  As  i t  i s  no t  l i k e ly  t ha t  J our na l i s t s  w i l l  
hav e  a  ha r d  s u r face  t o  wr i t e  on ,  i t ’ s  su gges t ed  t hey  ca r r y  a  c l i p  board .  

R u l e s  

✓  A l l  pa r t i c i pan ts  mus t  wr i t e  t he i r  a r t i c les  bas ed  on  r ound  1  o r  round  2 .  

 

✓  A t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  r ound  1  and  round  2 ,  Journa l i s t s  w i l l  be  in t r oduc ed  to  t he  
c our t  w i t h  t he  r es t  o f  t he  t eam  and  then  s ea t  t hems e lv es  in  t he  f r on t  r ow o f  t he  
ga l le r y .   

 

✓  Once  s ea t ed ,  Journa l i s t s  m ay  no t  have  con tac t  w i t h  any one  e l se .  J our na l i s t s  m us t  
c r ea t e  t he i r  a r t i c l es  comp le te ly  on  t he i r  own .  

 

✓  Typed submiss ions  m ust  be  a  12 -po int  T imes New Roman font ,  w i th  two - inch  
marg i ns ,  doubl e -spaced,  and a  page  l im i t  o f  tw o pages .  A ny  ar t i c l es  over  two 
pages  w i l l  not  be  r ead .   
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✓  Submi t t ed  a r t i c les  s hou ld  be  in  t he  vo i c e  o f  a  repor t e r  cov er ing  a  t r i a l .  Us e  o f  
d i c t ionar ies  and  t hesauruses  w i l l  be  pe rm i t t ed .  

 

✓  Label  your  ar t i c le  w i th  your  name and code  on l y .  

 

✓  A r t i c les  mus t  be  b rough t  t o  t he  CCV s ta f f  be f o re  t he  s ta r t  o f  r ound  3 .   

 

✓  The  submiss ions  w i l l  be  ev a lua ted  du r i ng  round  3 .  

 

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  

For  ques t ions ,  c on tac t  K r i s ten  Leeds ,  Cen te r  f o r  C iv i c  Va lues ,  a t  ( 505)  764 -9417  o r  
k r i s ten@c iv i cv a lues . o rg .   

mailto:kristen@civicvalues.org

