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 A b o u t  T h e  C o u r t r o o m  A r t i s t  C o n t e s t  

The  Cour t r oom Ar t i s t  P rog ram  i s  an  oppor t un i t y  f o r  m idd le  schoo l  s tuden ts  t o  
pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  mock  t r ia l  p rog ram on  an  a r t i s t i c  lev e l .  A r t i s t s  obs erv e  t r ia l s  and  
s ubm i t  s ke t c hes  t ha t  dep ic t  ac tua l  cou r t room scenes .   

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  

✓  Regis t er ing  w i th  a  mock  t r i a l  t eam:  Eac h  mock  t r ia l  t eam may  reg i s te r  t wo  
c our t r oom  a r t i s t s  w i t h  t he i r  t eam .  A  team does  no t  hav e  to  have  a  named a r t i s t  a t  
t he  t ime  o f  reg i s t ra t ion ,  bu t  when  the  t eam s ubm i t s  t he i r  r os te r ,  t hey  mus t  l i s t  t he  
a r t i s t .   

I m p o r t a n t  D a t e s  

Mar k  t hese  da t es  on  your  c a lendar :  

✓  Tuesday ,  A ugust  15 ,  202 3:  Reg is t ra t i on  Opens  

✓  Fr iday ,  Novem ber  3 ,  2023 ,  a t  the  Th i r d  Judi c ia l  and  t he  Federa l  Cour thouses  
in  Las  Cruces .  

P r o c e d u r e s   

✓  A l l  submiss ions  bec ome t he  p roper t y  o f  t he  CCV and  may  be  us ed  fo r  any  
pu rpos es  deemed appropr ia t e ,  i nc l ud ing ,  bu t  no t  l im i t ed  t o  r ep r oduc t i on  and  
d i ss emina t i on .   

 

✓  A r t i s t s  w i l l  be  supp l i ed  w i t h  c o lo red  penc i l s  and  a  d raw ing  pad .  I t  i s  adv is ab le  t o  
b r i ng  somet h ing  ha r d  t o  d r aw on .  

 

Rul es  

✓  On  t he  day  o f  t he  t r i a l s ,  a r t i s t s  w i l l  c heck  in  w i t h  t he i r  t eam.  

 

✓  Submi t t ed  d raw ings  m us t  be  on  11 ”  x  1 7 ”  paper ,  d r awn in  a  ho r i z on t a l  f o rmat .  
A r t i s t s  may  use  any  d ry  med ium ( e .g . ,  penc i l s ,  c ha rc oa l s ,  c o lo r  penc i l s ,  pas te l s ) ,  
bu t  i f  u s i ng  charc oa l s  o r  pas t e ls ,  s ome t ype  o f  s p ray  s ea le r  t o  reduce  sm udg ing  
mus t  be  us ed .   

 

✓  Ske t ches  mus t  dep i c t  an  ac tua l  c ou r t room sc ene  obs erv ed  du r i ng  a  c ompet i t i on  
t r i a l .  A r t i s t s  m ay  make  as  many  d ra f t  s ke t c hes  as  t hey  w i s h  bu t  may  on ly  subm i t  
t wo  s ke t ch es .  

 

✓  Bec ause  t he  s ke t ches  m ay  be  rep roduced ,  t hey  need  to  hav e  a  s t rong  enough  l i ne  
and  shad ing  v a lue  t o  be  seen  c l ea r l y  onc e  sc anned .   

 

✓  A r t i s t s  w i l l  c rea te  sk e tc hes  du r i ng  t he  f i r s t  t wo  t r i a l  r ounds .   
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✓  A t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  eac h  round ,  a r t i s t s  w i l l  b e  i n t roduced  t o  t he  c our t  w i t h  t he  res t  
o f  t he  t eam  and  then  s ea t  t hems e lv es  in  t he  j u r y  box  o r  t he  f ron t  row o f  t he  
ga l le r y .   

 

✓  Once  s ea t ed ,  a r t i s t s  m ay  no t  hav e  con tac t  w i t h  any one  e ls e .  A r t i s t s  mus t  c rea te  
t he i r  d r aw ings  comp le te l y  i ndependen t l y .   

 

✓  A r t i s t s  mus t  wr i t e  t he i r  name and  te am c ode ,  on  t he  back  o f  t he  subm i t t ed  wor k  o f  
a r t .   Art is ts  m ust  not  s i gn  t he  f ront  o f  the i r  ent r ies ,  or  t he  ent r y  w i l l  become 
ine l ig i b le .   

 

✓  Pr ior  t o  the  s t ar t  o f  round thr ee ,  a r t i s t s  mus t  t u rn  in  t he i r  work  t o  des igna ted  
mock  t r ia l  s ta f f .  

 

✓  En t r ie s  w i l l  be  eva lua ted  on  accu rac y  o f  p ropor t i on ,  r ea l i sm,  au t hen t i c i t y  w i t h  
r ega rd  t o  t r ad i t i ona l  c ou r t r oom s ke tc h ing ,  f i gu re / g round  re l a t ionsh ip ,  and  use  o f  
c on t r as t .  

 

✓  D raw ings  w i l l  be  d is p layed  a t  t he  o f f i ces  o f  t he  CCV and  r ep r oduced  fo r  p res s  
r e l eases  w i t h  res u l t s .   

 

 

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  

For  ques t ions ,  c on tac t  K r i s ten  Leeds ,  Cen te r  f o r  C iv i c  Va lues ,  a t  ( 505)  764 -9417  o r  
k r i s ten@c iv i cv a lues . o rg .   

mailto:kristen@civicvalues.org

